
Name ___________________________________  Class  __________  Date  ___________
Variations and Arrangements

These 2 faces are the same:     and so are these:       and these:    
If a face normally looks like this,   then this face   is a variation of it and so is this 
Create some different faces by drawing on the ‘empty’ faces below.  You can try changing the eyes and eyebrows or adding glasses.  The nose can be a different shape.  The mouth can be happy or sad, open or closed, with teeth or missing some teeth!  The person might have freckles, or the male faces might have a beard or moustache.  Some of them need ears! 
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You might add a hat or other accessory to your character.  Here are some ideas.
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If you change the way you look temporarily, you might say you are in disguise.  You can apply a disguise to your whole body by changing clothes, shoes, hairstyle and even the way you speak.  You could dress up like a person from another time or another place.

Usually we change the way we look to suit our mood, or what we are doing; we are not trying to disguise ourselves.  Fashions also change over time.  We like variety in all that we do.  Variety is important in music too, which is why composers use Theme and Variation form.

Disguising a tune - making up a variation.
Doing the following things will not give you a variation.

· Playing a tune faster or slower.

· Simply adding a beat.

· Playing the tune an octave higher or lower, or just in a higher or lower key.

· Forget playing it backwards; nobody will recognize it anyway.

· Just adding an introduction or an ending (coda).

· Just changing the timbre (tone colour).

Ideas you can try include the following.  Some are easy to do, others are harder and need you to have more experience.

a) EASY:  Changing the rhythm.  Make some notes longer and some shorter.

b) EASY:  Play the tune in a minor key (or major if it was minor to start with).

c) EASY:  Change the metre.  If the music is in 44 then it could be altered to be in 34.
d) EASY:  Add some notes and/or take some away.

e) EASY:  If there are jumps in the tune (such as A to C), then fill in the jump with the passing note ‘B’.

f) QUITE DIFFICULT: If you play the original tune with one style of backing (on a keyboard) you could try a different style, but you would also need to change the rhythm of the tune to suit the new style.

g) DIFFICULT: Compose a new tune to fit with the original tune.  This is called a countermelody.

h) DIFFICULT: If there are chords, then you may be able to change some of the chords to vary the harmony.

i) DIFFICULT: If the music has chords, you can keep the chord plan and compose a new tune to fit.

j) QUITE DIFFICULT: Make the music sound as if it comes from a different part of the world.  For example [EASY], add a drone and make it sound Scottish or even Indian.

k) QUITE DIFFICULT: Add an ostinato or a riff.

l) QUITE DIFFICULT: Treat the tune as a round.  Most tunes are not designed to be played as rounds, but you could cheat to make it work, by changing some notes.  Even if you cannot make a complete round, you could add a little imitation, or some echo effects.

m) DIFFICULT: Although we said playing a tune backwards will not work, you can play it upside-down.  This is called inversion.  You need to understand intervals.

n) EASY:  If you change the timbre (tone colour) you could change the music to suit the new sound.  For example, using trumpets and drums might suggest a military style.

