Survey of Music Literature:  Unit I Study Sheet

The Middle Ages extended from C.476 to 1450
The Renaissance extended from 1450  to 1600

The Baroque era was from 1600 to 1750
1. Muses  the 9 daughters of Zeus, from which the word “music” is derived

2. Fall of Rome  usually designated as marking the beginning of the Middle Ages
3. Hildegard of Bingen was the first woman composer whose biography is known.

4. liturgy   the set order and structure of services in the Christian Church 

5. Pope Gregory  credited for standardizing the liturgy of the church
6. chant  a simple monophonic melody sung or recited to a text

7. syllabic  one note sung to each syllable

8. neumatic  5 to 6 notes sung to each syllable

9. melismatic   long groups of notes set to a single syllable of text

10. neumes  early symbols of notation

11. modes  medieval scale patterns
12. mass  collection of prayers in the church liturgy; the primary service of the Catholic Church
13. Proper the part of the texts in the Mass that vary from day to day throughout the church year
14. Ordinary the part of the texts that remain the same in every Mass
15. Kyrie  the only part of the mass not in Latin and is sung or spoken in Greek
16. polyphony  the single most important development in the history of Western music 

17. organum  the earliest polyphony 

18. Leonin  the first composer of polyphonic music that is known to us 

19. minstrels   a class of musicians who wandered among courts and towns 

20. Ars Nova means “new art”
21. Guillaume de Machaut   French composer who was the outstanding musical figure of the Ars Nova
22. Chanson  the French word for “song”
23. Bas (soft) instruments were played indoors and included recorder, harp, psaltery, rebec, vielle and lute
24. Haut (loud) instruments were played outdoors and included shawm, slide trumpet, tabor and nakers
25. The Renaissance marks the passing of European society from a primarily sacred focus to a more secular one.

26. Italy  the origin of the Renaissance 

27. Martin Luther  German religious reformer of the Renaissance era; he was also the composer of A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
28. word painting  making the music reflect the meaning of the words

29. cantus firmus  “fixed melody” – a pre-existing melody used as the basis for a polyphonic composition
30. motet  a sacred form of the Renaissance  with a single Latin text (the medieval form was a polytextual (more than one text) vocal composition.
31. Josquin des Prez  one of the greatest masters of the Renaissance motet
32. Guillaume Du Fay  a Burgundian composer of the Renaissance period

33. Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina   wrote over 100 Masses in the conservative style of the Counter-Reformation
34. Popular Renaissance dance forms included the pavane, saltarello, galliard, allemande and ronde.
35. madrigal   one of the chief forms of Renaissance secular music, a precursor to later forms of opera 

36. Claudio Monteverdi   the master of the late Renaissance madrigal and the first great master of opera
37. The English madrigal was adapted from the Italian, but made their own by using simpler texts, pastoral settings, lighter subjects and fa la la.
38. polychoral singing  the chief characteristic of the Venetian school 

39. Giovanni Gabrieli  the Venetian school reached its apex in his works 
40. barroco  the origin of the word “Baroque”, probably derived from the Portuguese word meaning a pearl of irregular shape
41. William Billings  the foremost American composer of the era
42. monody  solo song with instrumental accompaniment

43. figured bass  a shorthand that allowed the performer to supply the chords through improvisation

44. basso continuo  the instruments which accompanied, using the figured bass system (“continued bass”)

45. castrato  a male singer castrated during boyhood to preserve the soprano or alto register of his voice
46. doctrine of the affections  a Baroque practice of setting an entire piece or movement on a single mood 

47. Francesca Caccini  the first woman known to have composed an opera
48. Elisabeth-Claude Jacquet de la Guerre was the most prolific and accomplished female composer of the French Baroque era.
49. opera  a large-scale music drama that combines poetry, acting, scenery, and costumes with singing and instrumental music; the single most important achievement of Baroque music
50. recitative  speech-like musical declamation
51. aria   a lyrical song, usually of high emotion sung within the context of a large work such as an opera
52. overture  an instrumental number heard at the beginning of most operas which may introduce aria melodies
53. sinfonia  an interlude between opera scenes
54. libretto  the text of the opera
55. tragedie lyrique  French version of Baroque opera using dance scenes, choruses in tales of courtly love and heroic adventure
56. Jean-Baptiste Lully  the French composer who was the most important composer of the tragedie lyrique 
57. ground bass  a repeating bass line
58. opera seria   serious Italian opera, using heroic or tragic subjects
59. Barbara Strozzi  an important composer of the Italian secular cantata
60. chorale  a hymn tune, specifically one associated with German Protestantism
61. J.S. Bach  the culminating figure of the Baroque style and the undisputed master of the fugue
62. The Well-Tempered Clavier has been referred to as the pianist’s Old Testament
63. fugue  a polyphonic composition based on imitation
64. oratorio  a large-scale dramatic genre with a religious or Biblical text performed by solo voices, chorus, and orchestra without staging or costumes
65. Handel  greatest achievements in oratorio include Israel in Egypt, Messiah, Judas Maccabaeus, and Jephtha.
66. Stradivarius the most famous violin-maker - the makers of the finest violins ever made came from the Baroque era and also included Guarneri and Amati
67. sonata  the most widely cultivated form of chamber music in the Baroque
68. Arcangelo Corelli  a prolific composer of the early Baroque sonata

69. trio sonata  a type of sonata referring to the number of musical parts and not necessarily the number of players, because the basso continuo part might require 2 players

70. solo concerto  an instrumental form for solo instrument and an accompanying instrumental group

71. concerto grosso  an instrumental form for a small group of instruments and a larger group

72. concertino  the smaller group of instruments in a concerto grosso

73. tutti   the larger group of instruments in a concerto grosso

74. Antonio Vivaldi   the most famous of the Italian concerto composers, recognized as the “father of the concerto”

75. ritornello  a refrain

76. suite  a group of dances, usually in the same key and written in binary or ternary form
77. chorale prelude  an instrumental work based on a chorale tune

78. fugue  a contrapuntal composition based on the principle of imitation of a subject, the unifying idea.

79. subject   the main theme of a fugue

80. cadenza   a solo passage performed in the manner of an improvisation

Also, be able to identify the composers and selections below from the CD recordings:
Medieval
1. Hildegard of Bingen:  Alleluia, O virga mediatrix (Alleluia, O mediating branch)
2. Notre Dame School Organum:  Gaude Maria virgo (Rejoice Mary, virgin)
3. Guillaume de Machaut:  Puis qu’en oubli (Since I am forgotten)
Renaissance
4. Josquin des Prez:  Ave Maria virgo serena (Hail Mary gentle virgin)
5. Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina:  Pope Marcellus Mass, Gloria
6. John Farmer:  Fair Phyllis
Baroque
7. Purcell:  Dido and Aeneas, Act III, Dido’s Lament

8. Strozzi:  Begli occhi
9. Bach:  Cantata No. 80, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, No. 1, Choral fugue

10. Bach:  Cantata No. 80, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, No. 8, Chorale

11. Handel:  Messiah No. 18, “Rejoice greatly”

12. Handel:  Messiah No. 44, “Hallelujah”

13. Vivaldi:  Spring from The Four Seasons, First movement

14. Handel:  Water Music, Suite in D major, Alla hornpipe

15. Bach:  Prelude and Fugue in C minor, from The Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I






