Sightreading and Ear-Training Mystery Lessons

· Name that Tune from rhythm:  The beginning phrase of a familiar song is notated on the board in rhythmic notation only.  Students clap the rhythm, then say the syllables in rhythm.   After this exercise, the students may try to guess the name of the song.

· Name that Tune from notation:  A familiar tune is notated on the board.  Have students decide the key/tonal center and then label each note with solfege syllables.  Students first clap rhythm and/or say rhythmic notation.  Then students will sing the tune on solfege syllables and then guess the title.

· Name that Tune from solfege:  Without revealing the title of the song, teacher will lead the class in a familiar melody using Kodaly hand signs and solfege .  Have the students identify the tune based on singing the tune in solfege.

· Tone matching:  The class should sing a well-known song, stopping before singing the last note.  The teacher then counts aloud to ten and the students try to sing the last note of the song.

· Break the Code:  Translate the notation code into letters and write the messages.  Students’ worksheets would have capitalized words notated in either treble clef, bass clef, or in combination on a grand staff.

ED picked up his BAGGAGE and headed for the old shed.  It was an AGED place – more like a CAGE for animals than a home for people.  ED touched his BADGE as he knocked.  A small BABE was playing on the porch; the BAG of CABBAGE lay nearby.  ED opened the door and went in.

ADA opened a BEAD shop.  She thought it was a FAD that might pay off.  Many people visited the shop.  Some came to BEG; some came to DEFACE the doorway; hardly anyone came to buy a BEAD.  ADA decided to FACE the truth and admit that a BEAD shop was not successful.  So, she closed the BEAD shop and opened an EGG shop, instead.

· Riddle Me This!  Convert the notes into letters to solve these riddles.

1. What did the younger generation say about the older generation?  It was A DEAD AGE.

2. What is another name for a cattle barn?  A BEEF CAGE

3. What did the carrot shout to the cole slaw?  Hello, CABBAGE FACE

4. How might you describe an infant with an empty bottle?  A FED BABE

5. How did the Mother Hen explain her naughty chick?  A BAD EGG

6. What did Yogi Bear find in the honey?  A DEAD BEE

7. Describe the father of the bride on the day after the wedding.  A FADED DAD

8. How did the lady know that her purse was made by Indians?  A BEADED BAG

9. What did the Boy Scout say was in his backpack?  A BAGGED BED

10. What happened when Ed got a pie in his face?  A DEFACED ED

11. How much salt is required to make one cake?  A DAB

12. Why was the old man unable to use his telephone?  He was DEAF

13. Why did the victim of the robbery not call the police?  He was GAGGED

14. How did the boy win the poker game?  With an ACE

15. How did the kid carry the groceries home?  In A BAG

