Music Appreciation

Group Assignment:  Romantic Idol
Background information
The Romantic Period in music was the first time in which performers became “stars.”  Chopin, Liszt, and Paganini were particularly popular.
Project

Place these three performers in a competition called “Romantic Idol.”  Patterned after American Idol, the three will compete for the votes of the members of the class.  Some suggestions for the competition:
· Have the three contestants make their case by telling of their accomplishments as performers, composers, or even relate their social or personal conquests (whatever will make each seem like a star)

· Show pictures of the performer while they are giving their “pitch.”  Make sure to find the most flattering (and even flamboyant) pictures

· Be sure to play some of their music.  Look for the most virtuosic and exciting of their compositions in order to impress those who will be voting.

Tasks to assign:

· Choose individuals to play the parts of Chopin, Liszt, and Paganini
· Assign various tasks related to finding audio and visual elements for the presentation
· Choose a facilitator to lead the discussion.
Group tasks (work together):
· Write (or talk through and keep some notes) the scripts for the three contestants
· Come up with some answers to the follow-up question to guide the discussion
On the day of presentation:

· Presentation of the 3 performers with associated visual and audio components
· Facilitate a vote for the “Romantic Idol”

· Discussion question:  Who did you choose and why?  What made him the biggest “star”?
