Music Appreciation

Group Assignment:  Nationalism and Identity
Background information
Unlike the Classical period, which was more international in character, composers in the Romantic period sought to exploit a newfound sense of national identity.  They used folk songs, dances, stories and legends from their native countries to inspire and incorporate into their music.  It became a sense of pride to be able to clearly distinguish between the national styles.
Project

Imagine that there is to be an international composer’s symposium to be held in this country in the Romantic period.  It is your responsibility to verify the Visas of the composers who wish to enter the country.  You must affirm their country of origin based upon the nationalistic elements in their music.  Choose 4 from the following list:
Rimsky-Korsakov
Sibelius

Dvorak

Chopin

Mussorgsky

Borodin

Smetana

Grieg

Albeniz

Gottschalk

Tasks to assign:

· Choose an individual to introduce the project scenario and to give background material

· Choose an individual to play the part of the governmental official

· Choose individuals to play the parts of the four nationalistic composers.

· Choose a facilitator to lead the discussion.
Group tasks (work together):
· Research the four composers, specifically related to the nationalistic elements in their music

· Choose audio excerpts to illustrate the nationalistic elements

· Write (or talk through and keep some notes) the background material necessary to build the conversations between the governmental official and the composers
· Come up with some answers to the follow-up question to guide the discussion
Notes:

· Consider using pictures of the characters as a backdrop for identification
· Associate the audio clips with the different composers and also with the nationalistic element.  For example, The Moldau is a river in Czechoslovakia or the theme of this symphony is a Russian folksong, etc.
On the day of presentation:

· Interrogation of foreign visitors
· Discussion question:  Which composer was most representative of his country?  Why?
