African lesson
[image: image1.wmf]Have older children (a few, or a whole class) come in and teach a song/dance/game to the younger ones.  Explain to the younger children that this is the authentic process in Africa and in many cultures (even our own) of oral transmission.

Build a log xylophone and/or drums for the performance of the songs.
Here is a link for building homemade drums:

http://www.rhythmweb.com/homemade/

Oral transmission, or passing on information orally, is the method used in many cultures.  The folk music of early America was passed down through the generations in this way.  This is why there are so many variations of some folk songs.  Verses would be added or subtracted as was preferred by the singer, and then passed along in the new form.

In preparation for this lesson, read this book to the children:

Imani’s Music

by Sheron Williams (Author), Jude Daly (Illustrator)
The grasshopper, Imani, loved to stay out in the rain and enjoy the gift of music the Ancestors sent to earth along with each rainstorm. But feeling this gift was too wonderful to keep to himself, he begged the Ancestors to send music to the whole world. Soon all of Africa rang with glorious sounds. When Imani was taken aboard a slave ship in the sack of one of the prisoners, it was his music that gave his companions hope. Once on the shores of a strange land, Imani traveled, teaching his songs to the people and to his own children, and those songs can still be heard today.
